
 Attachment 3 

Wildlife Violators Compact Rules 

Staff Summary  

 

Staff proposal  

The department is proposing changes that would alter current rules to provide the 
Commission with greater flexibility in authorizing suspension under the Wildlife 
Violators Compact. 
 
Background 
 
Oregon was one of the first states to adopt the national Wildlife Violators Compact.  
Approved by the Oregon Legislature in 1991, it set the stage for the Commission to adopt 
rules that would govern the suspension of persons who violated fish and wildlife laws in 
any of the member states.  As of today 26, states have joined the Compact, another 12 are 
in the process and three have recently adopted legislation that will allow them to join. 
 
Unfortunately, even though Oregon officially joined back in 1991, it wasn’t until 2005 
that the department was finally prepared to move forward with suspensions.  The process 
for suspending and the length of the suspension have been set by statute.  Initiating action 
against an individual requires notifying them of the pending action, the length of the 
suspension and offering them a contested case hearing prior to the Commission making a 
final order to suspend.   
 
By statute, suspensions could be for no more than two years for a first offense, three 
years for a second offense and five years for a third offense.  Based on a ruling by an 
Administrative Hearings Officer as part of a Contested Case hearing, the suspension had 
to begin on the date it was ordered by the originating state.  This led to instances where 
individuals could not be suspended for the full two years.  The following examples 
illustrate how this impacted actual suspension time in Oregon. 
 

1. An Oregon resident committed a hunting violation in Colorado and was given a 
five year suspension by Colorado that began November 11, 2005 (suspension 
expires November 10, 2010).  Oregon suspended this hunter on January 10, 2007, 
but the Oregon suspension could only last 11 months (November 11, 2007).  At 
the time of the suspension Oregon law only allowed a 24 month suspension from 
the time of the court ordered suspension date (which in this case began in 
November 2005) 

 
2. A Washington hunter was given a three year suspension by Montana.  The court 

ordered suspension began June 2005.  Oregon suspended the hunter in November 
2006 with the suspension lasting until June 2007 (8 months).  This suspension 
was the longest allowed under Oregon law, because the 24 months suspension had 
to begin at the time of the Montana court ordered suspension date of June 2005. 
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These two examples have been repeated for every suspension that has been levied in 
Oregon under the Compact.   

 
 
Current Issue 
 
Several sport groups expressed concern and dismay over how these suspensions were 
being processed and that violators were not being suspended for the full length of time as 
offered under Oregon law.  Discussions with these groups led to the Oregon Hunters 
Association introducing legislation that would provide the Commission with greater 
flexibility for suspending violators under the Compact.  House Bill 2970 (Attachment 4) 
specifically allows for the suspension to begin at the time the Commission makes a 
final ruling.  Additionally, the fixed two, three and five year suspension times were 
deleted and replaced with language allowing the Commission to suspend for a length of 
time provided by Oregon law or such longer period as provided by Commission rule 
based on the period of suspension imposed by the party state.  With these changes the 
Commission now has the authority to start the suspension at the time of the final order 
and can suspend for the exact time period as the originating state.   
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